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This panel will examine three modest-budget projects designed by 
internationally recognized architectural firms.  The three projects are the 
Museum of the Shenandoah Valley ($25 million, Michael Graves & 
Associates), the George Ohr Museum ($22 million, Frank Gehry), and 
the James A. Michener Art Museum ($10 million expansion, RMJM 
Hillier). The panel will examine the advantages and challenges of 
working with a high profile architectural firm in a small community with a 
modest budget.  It will explore the motivation of large firms in taking on 
smaller projects and discuss how well known firms can serve as 
magnets to attract donors, distinguished design team members, and 
visitors. 
 
Moderator: Bruce Katsiff, Director/CEO, James A. Michener Art 
Museum 
 
Speakers:  
Jennifer Esler, Director, Glen Burnie Historic House and Gardens 
Barbara Hillier, Principal, RMJM Hillier 
Karen Nichols, Architect, Michael Graves & Associates 
Marjorie Gowdy, Director, George Ohr Museum 

 
6:00-7:00pm Tours on Your Own (Museum open until 7pm) 

 
6:45 pm Dine Around (Sign up at the registration table) 

 
 
 




